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Description automatically generated]ARC KSS Fellowship Awards:
Adult Social Care 2024
Building research careers across Kent, Surrey and Sussex.



APPLICATION FORM: FELLOWSHIP AWARDS 
ADULT SOCIAL CARE 2024

Please fill in this form as directed by each question below, with reference to the guidance. 

Please complete in 11 font Arial type, so that your information can be read easily.  You must keep the use of acronyms to a minimum and ensure they are defined when first used. Please also use language that is clear and understandable to a member of the public as a wide range of both professionals and members of the public will be reading and assessing your application. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
If you are applying for an Open Call Fellowship, please complete ALL SECTIONS. 
Themed Project Fellowship applicants should complete SECTIONS 1-5, 11-14 ONLY. 

Applicants for the Themed Project Fellowship should contact Nick Smith, Research Fellow, University of Kent (N.J.Smith@kent.ac.uk) prior to submitting an application to discuss the project and application.

If you have any questions about completing this form, please contact: ARCKSSacademy@kent.ac.uk

NB. All applicants are required to submit a current CV no longer than three pages with this application form. Please remember to include this with your email submission. 



1. Applicant details:
	Name of applicant:

	

	Contact details: (please include address, email and telephone number)

	

	Job Role/Profession:

	

	Qualifications (please list post-16 qualifications including A-levels, BTECs, NVQs, Degrees, and accredited and professional courses/qualifications) 

	



2. Fellowship being applied for
	Please indicate the nature of your application (select one box or put in bold):

	☐ Themed Project Fellowship with Nick Smith at the University of Kent*
☐ Open Call Fellowship


* Please contact Nick Smith (N.J.Smith@kent.ac.uk) to discuss the project prior to submitting an application. 

3. Career and support details
	Please indicate which option below best applies to you:

	☐ I am an academic.
☐ I am a Health, Social Care, Social Work, or Public Health professional who is establishing a research career.
☐ I have a dual academic and professional role
☐ Other, please specify:________________________


	Please tell us if you are or have been in receipt of any research funding? Please list all funding awards received in the last 5 years below. (If applicable)

Please note that, to be eligible for this award, you must not, as a project lead, have received any funding for a research project worth more than £50,000 in the last 5 years.

	
200 words

	Please name your supervisor for the project, include their contact details and a concise summary (2-3 sentences) of their research experience/expertise and why you chose them.
You should have identified an experienced research supervisor who is willing to support you with your project. (See Guidance 3.2, Section 3)

If you are applying for the project fellowship with Nick Smith, please enter ‘Nick Smith (themed project fellowship)’. No further details are needed. 

	

	Have you already identified an academic or professional mentor to support your proposed research?
NB - successful candidates will be provided with a package of support including a mentor.

	☐ Yes
☐ No
If yes, please name them and include their contact details and a concise summary (2-3 sentences) of their relevant experience/expertise and why you chose them.




4. Employer details
Please note that you must be either employed by an ARC KSS member organisation in the Kent, Surrey, and Sussex region to be eligible or for the organisation to sign a collaboration agreement prior to the start of the award. Refer to the ARC KSS website for current member organisations, or contact ARCKSSacademy@kent.ac.uk if you are unsure if your organisation is a member or if your organisation wishes to become one.
	Employer/Sponsor details
Please give name and address of employing/sponsor organisation 

	




	Organisational representative contract should be sent to (e.g. line manager, HR/finance team). Please include name, job role, email and telephone

	






5. Personal statement
	Applicant research experience, interests and future plans. 
Briefly describe your research experience to date and your goals for the future. What will be the next steps on completion of this award?

For the Themed Project Fellowship only: Please also outline how this fellowship will support your specific career and professional development goals. 


	
300 words (Open Call Fellowship) 
1,000 words (Themed Project Fellowship)







6. Fellowship overview (Open Call Fellowship applicants only)
	Project or activity full title:

	


	Project or activity short title: (if applicable)

	


	Duration of award (months): 
Please note these awards will be for a maximum of 18 months and it is expected that you should start your award ASAP from October 2024.

	


	Please indicate how your area of research or activity is relevant to Social Care and aligns with the ARC KSS Social Care theme and priorities (see Guidance 2.2 and 3.2, Section 6) 

	
200 words

	Please list any other collaborators involved in supporting you, including their role and time commitment to the project. For professional collaborators only, please also give their name, job title and organisation.
NB – collaborators cannot receive funding from these awards but can provide co-funded support to the applicant.

	





7. Project or activity description (Open Call Fellowship applicants only)
	Plain English Summary
A plain English, public summary is a clear explanation of your research. The assessors will use this summary to inform their understanding of your project. Assessors will include ARC KSS public involvement members, social care practitioners and researchers who do not have specialist knowledge of your field. A good quality plain English summary provides an easy-to-read overview of your whole study. 

When writing your summary consider including the following information where appropriate: aim(s) of the research/activity, background to the research, design and methods used, public and community engagement and involvement (PCIE), impact, implementation and dissemination.

Please avoid the use of jargon and acronyms to a minimum. Further guidance is available at Plain English summaries.
 

	
250 words







8. Project or Activity Plan (Open Call Fellowship applicants only)
	Project or Activity Plan (see Guidance 3.2, Section 8)
Where your Fellowship is for a small-scale research project, we recommend the use of following headings: 
· Research question, aims and objectives.
· Study design and methodology – including the data or information you intend to collect, or methods you will use (e.g. literature review). 
· Analysis plan (including sample size if applicable). 
· Ethical considerations or approvals required.
· Timeline or Gantt Chart.

Where your application is for an activity (other than a small-scale research project), please outline your plan in detail to explain what you propose to do and how it fits into the remit of the Call. There is no set structure. Please explain how your proposed activity aligns to the ARC KSS research priorities, will lead to benefit people using services, their family/carers and the public (including in future trajectory outside of the award), will seek to bridge the academia/practice gap, and/or will support your career development as a social care researcher. 

Up to 10 relevant references can be provided at the end of the project or activity plan. These are not included in the word count. 
 

	
1,000 words





9. Public and Community Involvement and Engagement (PCIE) 
(Open Call Fellowship applicants only)
	[bookmark: _Hlk160798237]Please describe the ways in which people using services, carers/families and the public will be actively involved in the proposed research or activity. (See Guidance 3.2, Section 9)
The ARC KSS guide on how to involve the public can be found here. 

You are strongly encouraged to read and align your project with NIHR public involvement payment guidance. PCIE should be costed and included in Section 12. Detailed Budget. 

In this section, summarise the ways in which PCIE activities will be embedded throughout the project/activity lifecycle and how they will support the project/activity. 


	
250 words

	Please explain how Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) is being addressed in and by your project/activity? This includes in PCIE and other planned activities. 

	
250 words



10. Pathway to practice, implementation, dissemination and impact 
(Open Call Fellowship applicants only)
	Tell us if/how your project will be embedded in relevant services and how this will support the transfer of findings into practice?

	
250 words

	Do you intend to implement and embed the project findings in practice or to influence policy. If so, how and in what timeframe?

	
250 words

	How will you disseminate the findings of your research?


	
250 words



11. Training:
	What training do you require to be able to successfully undertake this Fellowship?

Briefly outline why you need it/how it will support your research career/development.

Be clear about when you will undertake it (with a link to the course(s) if possible). Please add costs below under Section 12. Detailed Budget. 


	
250 words





12. Detailed Budget (Maximum of £58,334):
Please provide a breakdown of the funding requested below, including a description of additional items or activities.
Please note, overheads (i.e. indirect and estates charges) cannot be claimed as part of funding requested. Salary costs can include National Insurance and superannuation contributions. You will need your salary costed out formally by your organisation's HR or Finance department.
	How much time will you dedicate to this Fellowship? 

Please be clear about days per week and over what time period (e.g. 1 day a week for 12 months or 5-days a week for 3 months)


	





Please provide a breakdown of the funding requested, including a clear description of each item/activity.
Please use the headings provided stating £0 if not applicable: 
	Item/activity
	Description 
	Funds requested from ARC KSS £
	Funds allocated to Co-funding £

	Staff costs:
Current annual salary:
Salary costs requested:
	
	
	

	Travel, subsistence and conference costs
	
	
	

	Equipment
	
	
	

	Consumables 
	
	
	

	Public and community involvement, engagement and participation 
	
	
	

	Training
	
	
	

	Dissemination costs
	
	
	

	Open access costs
	
	
	

	Other direct costs: itemise on additional lines below 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	



* Total should not exceed £58,334 plus £2,500 co-funding. 



13. Statements of Support:
This section must be completed by your Line Manager and Academic Supervisor. 
	Line Manager’s name:

	Job Title:

	Email:

	Please describe how you will support the applicant in their ARC KSS Fellowship.

	

300 words

	Date:




	Academic Supervisor’s name:

	Job Title:

	Email:

	Please describe how you will support the applicant in their ARC KSS Fellowship.

	

300 words

	Date:




14. Authorisations:
This section must be completed by your Line Manager.
	Line Manager’s name:

	Job Title:

	Address:

	Phone number:

	Email:

	By signing this application, you confirm that, as the Line Manager of the applicant, you will release the named applicant for his/her/their full wte entitlement for the ARC KSS Fellowship Award.

	Signature of Line Manager:


Name and Title:


	Date:






Organisational Research department or budget holder signature (if different from Line Manager above):
	I confirm that the details and information given on this application form are correct and accurate and any committed co-funding is available to support the applicant. 

	Signed by Research and Development Department or relevant budget holder:



Name and Title:


	Date:




Applicant Declaration and signature:
	I confirm that the details and information given on this application form are correct and accurate and no information requested or other material information has been omitted. 

	Signed by applicant:




	Date:





Please email this application form and a copy of your CV (maximum 3 pages) to:
ARCKSSacademy@kent.ac.uk.

The closing date is by 5pm on 28th June 2024. 

Please ensure all appropriate signatures and authorisations are obtained before submitting your application. Electronic signatures are allowed.

[bookmark: _Hlk153439014]No late or unsigned submissions will be accepted. 



Equality and diversity information: After submission, you will be invited as lead applicant to complete an online EDI questionnaire. We encourage you to complete this so that ARC KSS can monitor and ensure our funding opportunities and activities are unbiased and inclusive. This information will be collected anonymously and will not be shared during the assessment process. 
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